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maintaining and asserting the independence of his realm ;
yet this function Christ peremptorily declined to undertake.

The ancient kings of Judah had been judges. Accord-
ingly the Jews invited Christ more than once to under-
take the office of a judge. We read of a civil action
concerning an inheritance which was submitted to him,
and of a criminal case of adultery in which he was asked
to pronounce judgment. In both cases he declined the
office, and in one of them with an express declaration
that he had received no commission to exercise judicial
functions.

The ancient kings of Judah had commanded the armies
of the nation. It has been already remarked that Christ
refrained in the most decided manner from undertaking
this function. He expressly told Pilate that his kingdom
was one the members of which did not fight, and, con-
sistently with this principle, he forbade his follower Peter
to take up arms even in order to save him from arrest.

What functions then did Christ undertake ? We feel
baffled at the beginning of our investigation, and can
enter into the perplexity of the Jews, for those which
we have enumerated are the principal functions of the
ancient monarchy. All of them Christ declined, and yet
continued to speak of himself as king, and that with such
consistency and clearness that those who were nearest to
his person understood him most literally, and quarrelled
for places and dignities under him. Our perplexity
arises from this: that whereas Christ announced the
restoration of the Davidic monarchy, and presented him-
self to the nation as their king, yet, when we compare
the position he assumed with that of. an ancient Jewish
king, we fail to find any point of resemblance.